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Lucerne, and Zurich in the north, and the famous Italian lakes in
the south. And it is precisely in this neighbourhood of glaciers,
and precipices, and valleys, so deep that they hardly ever see the
rays of the sun, in this region of avalanches and impassable moun-
tain streams, green with the chilly waters of a dozen melting
glaciers, that the Swiss Republic took its origin.
It was, as not infrequently happens, a combination of practical
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politics with certain geographical peculiarities of the land which
gave the Swiss a chance to make a bid for independence. For
almost a thousand years the half-savage peasants of these inacces-
sible valleys had been left alone by all their more powerful
neighbours. What was the use of hoisting the proud standard of
empire when there was no plunder? At best one could deprive
these wild men of a couple of cow-hides. But they were dangerous
barbarians, with their aptitude for guerrilla warfare and their
command of those uncomfortable boulders that came crashing
down from the hillsides and would squash a suit of armour as if it